
1 968/02/07 


DECLASSD3ED 


7 Februa r\ r 196$ 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 


SUBJECT: The Viet Cong Attack on Pleiku 


1. On 20 January, the MACV Combined Document Exploitation Center 
in Saigon translated the Viet Cong plans for the attack on Pleiku City, 
which occurred in late January. The plans indicated the units involved 
would be : 

(1) The H15 Battalion, 

(2) "Unit 90," and 

(3) The Pleiku City Unit. 

2. The HI 5 Battalion is in the Order of Battle. .The Pleiku City 
Unit is not. Nor, it seems, is "Unit 90,” which probably is Company 
&90 of the 40$ th Sapper Battalion, created in November 1967. (The 

4CSth is not yet in the OB.) 

* 

3. Thus it appears that a fair number of soldiers apparently 
involved in the attack on Pleiku were not in the OB. The absence of 
the Pleiku City unit from the OB may be considered normal; very few 
city units are included. Saoper units frequently are omitted from the 
OB as well. 

4. It should be noted that the field reported that Battalions 
H15, 408, 'and 407 were involved in the. attack on Pleiku. One document 
suggested that the 407th (carried in the OB) was involved in attacking 
other targets, including An Khe. The same- document, mentioned several 
other uhits active in Pleiku apparently not carried in the OB. 

5. The cited documents have been turned over to VASRAC for 
further exploitation. 

6. The references used for this analysis are MACV DEC Log # r s 
01-1988-68, 01-1998-68, and 01-1999-68. 
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(C) Urgent Combat Order H« doted 15 ‘Oct 67^ 
signed by D. Kaa for tna CO of I^nit. 28Q (prob CIS 
Lai Pccv unit], urges the (Cla-bai) Prov trned fori 
to liberate the entire rural area during a period/ 


froa *14-56” to *12-14" (coded dates) Of 1968. 

♦ • ..... 

Docuoent firat. revlewi the .^enemy" (PV?tW 
RVKAJ) end “friendly” [VC) situation and p#tact>bc< 
general missions and objectives fof tach atea (of ' ' 
Cia-Lai ProvJ and units concerned. - Document tlalds 
that In one month of the (poas 1967] Vihter-Spring 
Campaign, (Cie-LAi) Trov anaed force participated ; 
in 122 large and aodll bhtclca, Jkillinf' end, wounds 
1 #653 "enatT 1 " /^il’AF/llVNi'^fcarsowi. dooming J 37 V 
aircraft and cTIpp ranting 48 ''tyrahta"* ^Io‘ tvb . **■ 
ambushes set on Pood #19 on; 14 Hot ahd *4 Dec C7 # . v 
it killed 387 ArntritanJ , , shot dcJvn,lhr*d tircfrsfti 
destroyed five, HO, fdut $?oa‘RRj four Jj-nritt 1 *..*,*. J 
{radios), add a hundred thru of ftrtbunitfoti,* Cqdip- • 
oent cad materials, . >\ . *' v 1 « ;J Vo' v- 
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\ K» for. general millions# all/tarty .*drtxi 
people atrf soldiers were Urged <io corteefttTSte sfto 
to literate the entite rural area during I*c 67 # y 
-annihilate on ieportaOb slement jof ChO US /"a at a 111 
forces and eajor units of tha 'puppet* \{RV!UF] . 
Arcy, smash tha mtlta .'’puppet" i [CVH) idmlalaratiVi 
•achlnery, ties troy mmy var feci lltlsa; .smaah cfat J 
“enemy * : • (FU?lAJF/P.VKAFj . critical < geheiesi ^SlSaae tl 
”enen^ n oppresaldn,' ebe off >td«cutiicatioU lines* , 
and conduct sabdtaAe cctivitlas aod j political. ■ , ( 
atrugglca in support of the plar for libera^ica 'o£ 
the entire rural erea end kindl< the .political 1 
atruggla oovoaenta In towns afid cities »: 

- -“'■v - ' ; * vf., 

• As specific missions-; reserfbed for each 

area (of Gis-Lai FrcV] ; ln thd p 4 riod f fo«i ’.‘S 8 .- 12 ”/ 
to “ 12 - 14 ” -{Coded dktes]. of 196 ^ The .docnaent •;*;** 
states: **..%, . all Units should (resolutely provide 

direct support for the people lrt stAndlna up to /'t 


liberate the Kjntasnnrd end Vis cnoeiess* rural era 


no matter what sacrifice end 
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3. Area 3: Employ I 2 ««cn the Wit unit 'Co prrtcc 

civilian lnborcra acttvu nlo«f*-E.|4 and C.12 [trmi^or 
den] corridors, and cotidc two D O'latl end two-thlr 
of cucrrlllos to liberate CIT Arch, £.3 in coerdlnn- 
cton with tbs nbovo units (if nvcJLlsbic) • . .After the 
liberation, notivstn thw people tr sabotage *U»sd 119 
at a section leading fron Lc Therm to Sue. Co, cnplpy 
the rcadnlnr. U (i’lnt] in the llbbrsdort of Arens £.1 
ond C.14, conduct count r.r-sw':e,j o^arnclonn end snbota 
activities on Road 14, ifC fnd .the position lording fr 
Lo H?oc to OERI in coorc.lnatiod with : ruerrilUa of th 
Eastern arcs. Further, enplaj pjbrflllao to encifcle 
KE rost. organize coabat vlHagcb 'search Etet Rich . 
CCICC] cr.d 6 r con t to [”nr\ orny"] ot 4500 Harlet * 

rue rrl lies. s -t ’ ■ . 
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6. Aren 6: Tl« District Unit should order 00 s Co of 

Cuerrillaa - , ooe Co of X.63 (*<o] ^.pd tvo—thirdo of the 
Guerrillas to the East rnd West of ttie river (utispcci 
fled] to concentrate efforta in the nerthuest of 
CCLAJ- ar.d cooperate with Ares 3 to destroy TAKC-HON 
HntnlcC on Hoad 14, brCr.k loose ^tht ^cnecy 1, [CV£] •' 
oppreosion, suppress “tyronta* an*! liberate the pcopl 
of C0U0 ere d . Aloo» thia ewcrrillt fores -should v 
encircle KIlUIEt^C and KUAI Post! .ind liberete the ; - 
people 11 vine in the vicinity of ItO and RUAI« .The . 
principal' area of Activities of At{ca 6 Oistribt Dr.lt 
and Party Coudttee wns Its oorth^nstem area* .There 
fore, it should havd ccdte ant*, gudrrlllaa of hekleVi 
Knne-Clane, Konthup end Alei^tO er^nduct successive* 
sobotac* activities oloofe-Poad 19, ilbetflte the poop 1 
cateblieh Coob«t villages and otg^lte «n (^anayi'] df 
4500 Amec guerrillas..* . «'■;."*< •/ r 'C; 
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7. .Area 7: Concentrate .its ontift. fo red -and tvo-'* 

thirds of the '-guerrillas to hil^ Ii3 liberate, the"- .* « 
V'eople living in Its* southern area and Al* • Estploy •*. 
che reeslclng fuertilUa In countet-ewesp ' opera tiooa> 
organization for defensa, and oreakizdtioh 

zniy"} of 3500 arced guerrillas^ 
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3‘. Area^C: • Cap loy' two n of Cl ‘(pbab .1st Co] td coop 
erat* with DniC 407 In the liberation of Victncoess - | 
villcgea and help the. ridt.Unit cetirc nake s' tcfr*in | 
survey In An Ka City and report re iwlts obteioed to,. 
Unit 280 (post fcie-Lai ?rov unit]. It should .ftloo 
order guerrillos arvl troops 'of are » 2 tar .sabotrte. . 
Hand 17, .gas . lines ,1a hoot down aircraft, and -support 
the people’s ‘detsons t rations and si .ltary proselyting 

net i vi ties, c .*r V •;*•% - . : * 
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• 9 . R .85 _En : ;.*.C*rry*out rdasiond 
Additional Order dated 10 Kov C7 # < 
liberation of the entird rural* are/ 
on# Co to assist Ar4* 6 -Liberate cl 
the rlvor (uhspscifisd J .lotstsd-.ln 
peroaoetit attlvicies - 00 Toad 19 :*aiw 
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